Pine Technical College
and Metropolitan State University
Cooperative Agreement: Early Childhood Development A.S./Early Childhood Studies B.A.S.

Metropolitan State University and Pine Technical College are both committed to serving students
in the east central Minnesota area. Metropolitan State University has been recognized as a
higher education leader in working collaboratively with other higher educational institutions.
Similarly, Pine Technical College has worked cooperatively with higher educational institutions
to provide students enhanced educational opportunities. This memorandum of understanding is
designed to build on these partnerships to further facilitate student access to higher education and
specifically to articulate the Pine Technical College program in Early Childhood Development
A.S. degree with Metropolitan State University’s early childhood studies B.A.S degree housed in
the psychology department.

Joint Admission

Students may be jointly admitted to both institutions. With joint admissions, students are
guaranteed a place in Metropolitan State University’s early childhood studies major upon
transfer from Pine Technical College. Joint admissions also provide that students:

1. can concurrently enroll in courses at both institutions;
2. will have access to program advisors at both institutions;
3. will have other rights and privileges of students at both institutions; and

4. will be sent mailings from both institutions.

Transfer/Program Articulation

Only courses with grades of C- or better will transfer into Metropolitan State University.
Transfer of lower division courses is limited to 84 semester credits (126 quarter credits).

Up to forty (40) semester credits (60 quarter credits) of general education courses will be
accepted in transfer from Pine Technical College and can be used to meet Metropolitan State
University’s requirements for graduation.

Up to thirty-two (32) semester credits (48 quarter credits), required for the Pine Technical
College's Early Childhood Development program, can be used toward meeting the requirements
of a Metropolitan State University bachelor of applied science degree with a major in early
childhood studies.

Students may enroll in general education courses at Metropolitan State University while pursuing
their studies at Pine Technical College, or they may also choose to transfer general education
credits, offered by another regionally accredited post-secondary institution, to meet Metropolitan
State University’s general education requirements.

For graduation, students will need to complete, for the Bachelor of Applied Science in Early
Childhood Studies, a total of 124 semester credits, including at least 40 upper-division credits. A




minimum of 30 semester credits must be completed while in residence at Metropolitan State
University.

Students with an Associate in Arts degree from a MnSCU institution or students who have
completed the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum do not have to complete any additional general
education requirements, consistent with Appendix A.

Pine Technical College courses will be accepted toward meeting Metropolitan State University
general education requirements consistent with Appendix A.

The courses required for the A.S. degree in child care and early education at Pine Technical
College and their relationship to Metropolitan State University requirements are listed in
Appendix B.

Publicity

Each institution will include a jointly agreed upon description of this program in their respective
catalogs and other printed materials.

Review and Modification of Agreement

This agreement shall be reviewed by the Dean of the College of Professional Studies at
Metropolitan State University and the Dean, or designee, at Pine Technical College, on an annual
basis or as the need may arise. Any modifications to this agreement will require written
notification of the intent to change the agreement and the mutual agreement of the two parties.

Effective Date of Agreement

The agreement shall be effective on the date it is signed, and shall remain in effect unless
terminated by either party upon one year’s notice to the other party.
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